
 
 

Common Misconceptions Regarding People who are Deaf & Rely on American Sign Language  

American Sign Language 

 Misconcept ion  -  American Sign Language 
(ASL) is Engl ish and uses gestures and s igns 
to represent spoken words or wri t ten Engl ish.    

 Real i ty –  ASL is the nat ive language of the 
Deaf Community  in the United States. 
Although i t ’s cal led “Amer ican” Sign 
Language, i t  has no roots in Engl ish.  

ASL is taught in our co l leges as a foreign 
language with  i ts own unique syntax, 
vocabulary,  grammar, and id ioms.  

 Misconcept ion –  Not  many people use ASL.  

 Real i ty –  ASL is among the most common 
languages used in the United States.  

 Misconcept ion –  Emergency informat ion and 
alerts wri t ten in “s imple terms” prov ides 
equal access.  

 Real i ty –  Text a lerts do not prov ide “clear 
and ef fect ive” communicat ion for persons who 
re ly  on ASL.  Successful comprehension of  
an emergency message direct ly impacts the 
recip ient ’s appropr iate  response.  

People with sensory d isabi l i t ies must  access 
informat ion in the modal i ty (ASL,  Bra i l le,  
voice, etc. ) that best  meets the ir  needs.   

ASL Translation Apps   

 Misconcept ion  –  ASL t ranslat ion apps can 
replace interpreters.   

 Real i ty –  As thei r d isc la imers state,  “Not 
meant to replace a  l ive  interpreter. ”  These 
apps use Engl ish word order which is not 
used in ASL and can cause confus ion; they 
are l imited in thei r ab i l i ty to prov ide adequate 
trans lat ion of  Engl ish.   

Example, type the ph rase “you need to  
evacuate! ” The avatar wi l l  use the correct  
s ign for “you” and “need” but i t  wi l l  f inger 
spel l  the word “evacuate. ” An ASL user may 
only know that they needed something but  
not “what. ”   Finger spe l l ing a word is a lmost 
the same as wri t ing i t  in Engl ish.   

Emergency Information on Local News 

 Misconcept ion  -  Capt ioning prov ides access 
to emergency informat ion on TV.  

 Real i ty –  The Deaf Community is d iverse.  
There are people who are born Deaf and are 
extremely f luent in Engl ish,  but for  most Deaf 
indiv iduals Engl ish is a second language.  

There are people who have become Deaf 
( late -deafened) and who do not know ASL.  
These are the people that re ly on capt ions.  

I t  is best i f  emergency messages and 
si tuat ional updates shown on TV have an 
interpreter  on screen and capt ions in order 
for the informat ion to be accessible to the 
Deaf Community .  

 

NOAA Weather Radios 

 Misconcept ion  –  Weather Radios wi l l  p rov ide 
access to emergency warn ings.  

 Real i ty –  P i l low vibrators or st robe l ights can 
wake up/not i fy a person with sensory 
disabi l i t ies when there is an act ive alert .    

For persons who are Deaf and rely on ASL, 
the vibrat ion/ l ight  may wake them up but text  
d isplayed is inaccessible due to the language 
barr ier.  I t  does not provide them with “c lear 
and ef fect ive” communicat ion of  the 
emergency messages.  

 

Electronic  copy of  th is  document can be found at  
https://goo.gl/U6aL71,  or  scan the QR code on 
page two.  

https://goo.gl/U6aL71


 
 

 
 
 

 

 
For more informat ion:  ht tp: / /www.cacp.gatech.edu/  ● 404 -894-8297 ● LaForce@cacp.gatech.edu  
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