
 
 

Need to Know Information about Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA)  

WEA messages can save lives. Do not ignore them!  

What are Wireless Emergency Alerts? 

 Wireless Emergency  Alerts,  or WEAs, are 
free messages sent to your ce l l  phone. They 
warn about severe weather,  AMBER Aler ts,  
and threats to safety in your area.  

 WEA messages are sent to cel l  phones in the 
area af fected  by the emergency.  

 You do not have to subscr ibe.  WEAs m ay 
already be on your cel l  phone or tablet .  

 

 WEAs are designed to get your at tent ion and 
alert  you with a un ique sound and vibrat ion.  
The unique sound and vibra t ion is part icular ly  
helpful  to people with hearing or v is ion -
related d isab i l i t ies.   

 WEAs wi l l  show:  Event  Type (what);  Area 
Affected (where);  Recommended Act ion; 
Expirat ion Time (when);  and Sending Agency 
(who).  

 WEAs are sent to you by state and local  
publ ic safety o f f ic ia ls,  the Nat iona l Weather 
Serv ice, the Nat iona l Center for Miss ing and 
Exploi ted Chi ldren, and the Pres ident.  

 I f  you receive a WEA, get more informat ion 
from other sources, such as rad io or TV.  

 

 

 

Provider  Partic ipation… 

 All  of  the major prov iders part ic ipate in WEA.  

 I f  a prov ider  decides to stop sending WEA 
messages, the provider must not i fy each 
customer indiv idual ly.   

 

You Have the Right… 

 To terminate  your subscr ipt ion --  I f  your 
serv ice prov ider chooses to stop part ic ipat i ng 
in WEA in whole,  or in part .   You can 
terminate your subscript ion/cont ract  without  
penalty or ear ly terminat ion fee.  

 To opt out of  WEA messages - -  You can 
choose not to get one or both of  these types 
of  a lerts:  

  Chi ld Abduct ion Emergency/AMBER Alert   

  Imminent Threat A ler t   

 

What You Should Do… 

 Find out  i f  your phone can rece ive WEA 
messages.  Check the phone’s manual and/or  
contact your serv ice provider.  

 Find out  i f  the vibrat ion strength and volume 
on your phone wi l l  be strong enough and loud 
enough for your needs.  

 Find out  i f  your phone has bui l t - in text -to-
speech (TTS) software.  I f  not you may need 
to purchase TTS for your phone so you may 
hear the WEA message read aloud.  

For more informat ion on WEA Alerts,  go to:  

ht tp: / /www.fema.gov/wire less -emergency-

alerts .    

 

Electronic  copy of  th is  document can be found at  
ht tps: / /goo.gl / fKI14P ,  or  scan the QR code on 
page two.  

http://www.fema.gov/wireless-emergency-alerts
http://www.fema.gov/wireless-emergency-alerts
https://goo.gl/fKI14P
https://goo.gl/fKI14P


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

For more informat ion:  www.cacp.gatech.edu  ● 404-894-8297 ● LaForce@cacp.gatech.edu  

 

    

This is a publication of Georgia Tech’s Center for Advanced Communications Policy (CACP). Development of and 

subsequent updates to the content of this handout were supported in part, by the Integrated Public Alert & Warning 

System (IPAWS), Project Management Office (PMO) under contract # HSFE5-13-R-0031, and by a grant from the 

National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR grant number 90RE5025-01-

00). NIDILRR is a Center within the Administration for Community Living (ACL), Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS). The contents of this document do not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, FEMA, IPAWS PMO, NIDILRR or ACL, HHS, and you should not assume endorsement by the 

Federal Government. (Updated April 2017) 

 

http://www.cacp.gatech.edu/
mailto:LaForce@cacp.gatech.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BAYcM6XeLJHdRXRV2X7aDlNH5PKaF2SSpyupMxkLvrvLec3G20arTN3hl_C5tqpughRbfxM4CvKzF6_YFmwM1HwTnNV3hedtXsD0dUdy1Y4=
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Center-for-Advanced-Communications-Policy/126960790666182?ref=hl
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BAYcM6XeLJHdRXRV2X7aDlNH5PKaF2SSpyupMxkLvrvLec3G20arTN3hl_C5tqpuCKtN1URu1IyEg0-XB2AR0Azck2WjLK8ksxFtVnwNToFbq21rNvPpkVAf6RL6wsuMoAifPNu8U94fj8auaeM_cCj87S2qXNSl



